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(== until july 7th)
June-Jjuly, 1961

/'y dear PFriends:

1 teft loliand about 2 ponth o and an now back again in ondon. Wle have just
come to thie close of our .annual Conventicn, It was what I call a real "matey'" one,
There was such a frizndly ssirit everyuliere, Our new Seneral Secretary, iir.
Jallace Slcoter, asked me 10 give worlc sreetings at the Convention, so I asked

him if - might take the ophortunity to say soodbye to the Znglish members, for on
July 7 I fiy to Chicago, arriving on the opening day of Convention at Wheaton,

and afterwarcs I shall be going on to california, to the .jai Valley, where 1
exnect to reside for some time, (aAddress: Xrotona, Ojai, Calif. -- 2.9.)

I much enjoyed my stay in lolland. It gave me the oprortunity to get to now the
residents there well, and to becone very pood friends. I also liked the Dutch
neasantry, They give one the impression of being such good, kind, simple people.
/s you can picture the tulins were blooming, makins ‘lolland a sea of colour, I
left via 3elgium, staying a day or two in Brussels vhere we had two neetings. 1
ghall never forget thosemeetings in Jrussels, there was such a wonderful power

and unity about them. ind 1 was very happy to meet the Belgian menbers again.

1 tried to sweak a little in “rench, but it is more than sixty years since I spoke
it, so I only did a few sentences, and hapnily I had a good interpreter, 2 lady
who is a nrofessor of Inglish in a colle ze in Liége. One member said to me, "I
can understand your English better than your sfrench,” which shows how much I have
forgotten! I told the Jelsian members that 1 have quite fallen in love with their
young Jueen Fabiola. I have ofily seen her in the big illustrated papers, all full
of her wedding to Iing Baudouin, but she completely won my .eart. She looked so
sweet and good and dear, 1 like people wiwo look really good, That is one reason
why I feel devoted to our president. lie is so really good, whatever I mean by
that term. .ing Saudouin was alays sucil a solemn young man, but Fabiola has made

him smile,

ie had a very interesting lecture from lir, Tom Gedfern at our recent Convention
about "Jetting Ready for 1975"., You will remember that .jadame Slavatsky told us
that the Great srotherhood always send a special ljessenger to the world towarcs

the close of every century, They try to help us snecially at that particular time,
In 1875 the Theosonhical Socety was founded, and iladane 3lavatsky was Their snecial
messenzer, llr, “edfern says, and 1 think he is quite right, that H.7.B., as we
call her, has been unduly and cruelly vilifed, And, as 2 consequence of that,

we members are largely considered by the rest of the world as credulous and gullible.
That does not upset me personally one atom. I1f there is one thing that I am
immortally certain of, it is the truth of the /.geless isdom that she taught. And
I notice that the study of her worls is increasing in our Society.

At one idyar Convention, long aco, Jr. irundale, the then President, arranged a
meeting where certain well-known memberqhmongst us had eachh to stand up for a few
minutes and tell us wiich Theosonhical book they would choose if they could only
have one. 1 remember lrofessor Smile i.arcault holding up the hiahatma Letters, and
lirs, lansom the Secret Joctrine, They would both be my choice, too, I have not
yet read it, only dipned into it, but .ir, Geoffrey Darborka's book on the Secret
Doctrine, 'The Jivine rlan", looks imaensely interesting. I remember many ysars
ago a publisher telling me that the Secret Joctrine was our best seller, "But,"

I asked him, "how is that? It is so very expensive, many of our members cannot
afford to buy it." MHe replied, "I sell it to University professors and students."
I can see why they buy it for in the S.D. there is information which is not to be
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found anywilere else, uvonderful accounts of t.e »ast h.story of our ;lobe, anc in-
ceed of tie wiole solar system, &0y neople finc ats stucy Gifficuit., 1 would
sucgest that we leave alone wiat ve caninot as yet uncerstand, anc ponaer long uson
strikin; statements witen tiey occur .3, herself counselled us to first of all
aset well into our consciousness tue great rincisles described in tie rroem and

in the chayter called 'Surmiine Un " She also saida tuat the study of the Secret
Doctrine develoned a hitaerto unused portion o~ ‘he be athy,

of 211 .7.3.'s works my best loved is "The Voice of tie Silence,'" That one

little book aione could 'mep one coiny for a iifetime. I remember .r. Jesant 's
favourite tas the"Dhagavad Zita"., I.o., Jinarajadasa loved "Light on the rata',
and Dr. iLrundale "/t the Feet of the laster," I wonder soretimes, now that the

Chinese Communists are supreme in Tibet, whiether those ancient writings are safe?
ut I feel sure the ilasters of tie Jisdom can tale cargbf theni, At the time when
the 1o ncerful Alexandrian Library waspurnt down, They rescued very many priceless
manuscrints and tool them to the subterranean museum and iibrary waich .., x B.
describes in the Introduction to the 3... I once heard Jishon Leadbeater talk
about that museum, for he had often been thiere in the astral body. -ie said there
were manss of the world at different stages of its development coverinz millions
of'years, and also fisures of uan de icting what he looked 1ike at tiwose different
stazes, lie saw the Stanzas of Dzyan, and tolc us that as you iooked at tiem they
became alive and reproduced in miniature the cosmic »ast,

Another book of hers 1 like so much is "The ey to Theosophy." I must quote

what she says at its very end about the coming opoortunity in 1978, The ndyat
simplified edition isthie casiest to read. She usec to get her students to ask her
the juestions which siie has incorsorated in the book. The iast chanter deals with
the future of the Theosoniical society, and she writes that its future will cenend
almost entirely upon the degrec of serflessness, earnestness, devotion, and last
but not least, on the amount of wisdom and knouledge nossessed by the members.

:nd she says that she dees not refer to technical knowlecre but to unbiassed and
clear judgment, "If the nresent attempt,' she writes, nin the form of our Society,
succeeds better than its nredecgssors have cdone (there have been such societies
before, C.C.) then it will be in existence as an organised, living and healthy
body when the time comnes for the effort of the twentieth century." lien's ninds
will have been improved by the snread of its teachings, and some of their dorcmatic
illusions removed, Also a large literature 'ill be ready and a numerous anc united
body ready to wvelcome tiie new torchi-bearer of Truth., Jut she also warnshs that

the other attemnts failec because they degenerated into 2 sect and set up hard and
fast dormas, thus losing by dejrees the vitality which the living truth alone can
jmmart. Je must all watch and avoid th’s han-ening, Then, if all goes well, she
says this earth will be a .eaven in the twenty-first century in comparison witi
what it is now.

1 feel taat Theoso»hy is not a set of ideas in a vool:, but is synonymous witih life
itself. The great te-cher is iife, and the great work is Humanity's welfare and
hanhiness. #

Your affectionate friend,

Clara Codd
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