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My dear friends,

I hope you all nad as happy?Christmas time as I had: I spent
it at Krotona, tue Theosophical community in the Ojai valley, and I
do not remember a happler time for me. Not only was I with many
Theosophlsts, but I also saw agzaln so many old friends of long ago.
I think that 1s one of the lovely things about our T.S. It 1ls like
the Masonic Order, a real brotherhood. ]

Just lately I have been talking qulte a good deal about the
angel orders, so perhaps you will all be Interested if I now contin-
ue the theme. Long years ago Professor Wodehouse wrote a splendid
articls about the anzellic hosts in the Theosopalst. He sald that
the angelic and human orders were the warp and woof of exlstence.
Man, having descended to the dense physlcal plane had an aura much
more coneslve than tnat of a deva wilch was more plastlic and fluld-
lc than ours. Also a deva generally embodies hut one force in the
universe, 1t flows through his body which on the psychlc plane 1is
vislble in colour and light. I had a very psychic sister who often
saw wonderful tnings upon the other side. One morning when she
woke up she saw a great deva, about twenty feet high, standl in
her room. He appeared to have mighty wings, so she said to him "I
thought angels 3id not have wings?" He replied: "The higher devas
are the channels of vast, out-rushing forces whicn lends them the
appearance of wings." I asked her how one talked to a deva. Did
one speak English, for example? She gave me the smme reply as Mr.
Hodson did once too. You think to a deva and he thinks back to you.

This explains how angels came to be drawn with wings. Another
factor about them is that quite often they do not look exactly like
humans. Another clalvoyante I once knew told me that they are pro-
tean, especlally the lower forms, and can take any form they please.
They mostly take a human form but always with some pecullarity or
exaggeration. Thls is especially true of fziries or pixles. 1 was
the first person to whom, long years azo, the father of the two
children who took the famous photographs of fairies in the Bingley
woods in Yorksaire, England, showed that first paoto taken of filve
fairies dancing round the younger child. One ortwo of the fairles
had snort hair, so I asked the older child how that was? She told
me that they copy us and since short halr had become so universal
some of the falrles had adopted it too! One was playing upon a
double flute, the "pipes of Pan." "I asked them if they could hear
that fairy music and the elder child sald she could hear it and 1t
sounded like somesthing very far away on a phone.

In the age now dawning man will go back to actlive and con-
scious co-operation with tae angel kingdom. Great relligious and
Masonic ceremonies enlist thelr aild through special ceremonlals.

We may perhaps say that the Masonic method is one of evocatlon,
commanding the lower elemental kingdoms, whlile the Church methods
are systems of invocatlon, asking the ald of the higher aml greater
jevas. It 1s an excellent thing for mgn and also for the Jdevas

to co-operate. It 1s a mutual beneflt. Man lends the deva a cert-
aln consistency and definition; whilst the angel glves hls human
friend something of his plasticlty and jJoy. There ls a certain
temperament which works with the devas more than any other and these
are artists of any kind. They may not know the source of thelr in-
spiration, but it is always the deva kingdom. The word "deva' is a
very beautiful one. It 1s a Sanscrit word meaning the "shining
one", a term used by our own John Bunyan. The presence of many
devas 1n a landscape lends it a2 magical aspect, and when the in-
fluence of the deva kingdom 1s very pronounced at any time in his-
tory i1t means a "renalssance", a time of great lnspiration and art
production such as the painters of Italy, the great musiclans of
Germany and the poets of England.

I think we may classify that very varled and populous kingdom,
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even more varied tnan our own, in three main divisions. The orders
and dispositlion of the angels was a subject taugnt in the early
Christlan mysteries, as Iznatius, the Bishop of Antioch, tells us.
The lower classes, zll of whom, nave as yet no eternal spirit, are
what we may describe as the soul of the elements. Medlaeval writers
classify them as four kinds; the soul of the earthn, the gnomes; the
soul of the waters, the undines; the soul of fire, the salamanders;
and the soul of tne air and the winds, the sylpas. These last are
the most evolved and intelligent of them all, ani, slther by attach-
ment to a great anzel or to a human being can galn an immortal soul
which 1s the truth that lies benind the lovely story of Hans Anderson
about the "little mermaid." It 1s possible, though rare, for a
sylph to coms over to the human kinzdom, the origin among the Slav
peoples of "fairy wives." It 1s also possible for 2 human to join
their kingdom. Thers 1s the famous case of ths 0ld Scotch clergyman
in the seventeenth century wno saw and knsw them well and who wrote
a book about them czlled "The Secret Commonwealtn". He was taken by
tnem, but appeared to his nepnew and told anim that if he would jump
through the fires at midsummer eve and repeat ¢ertaln words which
his uncle told him that the uncle would be able to come back. The
nephew jumped throuzh the fire all rizat but at the crucial moment
forgot the right words, so nis uncle never returned. A story like
this i1s immortalised in Sir James Barrie's play '"Mary Rose".

The znomes work in the earth and I knew a miner who told me that
alone in the mines at night he could hear them. They are ruled by a
great Arch-angel called Kubera in the East and Vulcan in the West.
Tne spirits of water and fire give these elements thelr wvalldlty.
Without thelr presence fire would not burn nor water wet. I think
this 1is really the rationale of "fire-walkinzg". The priests have
the speli which inhibits the fire elementals from acting. I remember
a Breton 1lady telling me that in her wvillage in Britanny there llved
an old man whoss family had the secret, handed down from father to
son, of putting out fire, and once she saw him exercise it. One day
two hay ricks caught fire. Thers was no fire station near enough to
be of use, so the 0ld man was sent for. He ran round the blazing
ricks muttering unknown words and, to my friend's amazement every
flame want rizht out!

The salamanders are brilliant red and 30ld creatures and they
play in the flames as vou and I would swim in water. Ths alr spirlits
control the winds. (I hope by this no one is tainking that Mliss Codd
1s becoming superstitious! Just because last time Italked about the
Pope I found peopls saying I was turning Roman Zatholic:) The anclent
Greeks talked about Boreas, the god of the North wind, etc. but we
can also find tals in the Christian scriptures. 3t.John says in the
Book of Revelations "I hsard the angel of ths waters say," and "I
saw four angels standing at tae four corners of the earth, holdling
the four winds". And he saw "another angel coming out from the altar
which has power over fire."

As I sald before, the air spirits are tae most evolved of them
all., Theyweave castles and szas and "mackerel sky", etc. There 1s
a very interesting book called "the Boy who saw true". It 1s the
dlary of a little boy in the Victorian era who was born psychlc. He
suffered a good deal from unbelleving relatives who thought he was
telling lies. During a thunderstorm he saw wicked looklng elementals
.flashing in the lightenling and clouds.

It seems to me that I have taken up much space talk1n§ about
these things and I have not nearly finished, so how about "to be con-
tinued in our next"? I will then tell you about the next two dlv-
isions, tne soul of orzanised Nature and the hlgher devas connected
with man. With regard to them I was interested in readlng that the
late Pope, Plus X11 (dz2re I mention him?) told his people to get to
know thelr Guardian angel before they passed over, The deva will
know you are consclous of him even if you cannot "see" him, and he
will gladly work with you in bringing Joy and healing to those you
love or wish to help, but more of tals later.

Your affectlonate friend,
Clara Codd.



